Board of Directors

May 7, 2019

Dear Main Street Area BIZ Property Owner –
Edward A. Shaffran
The Shaffran Companies, Ltd.
The Main Street Area Business Improvement Zone (“BIZ”) is about to
Chair
begin its sixth year of operation. I would like to give you an update of the past
Michael C. Martin
year’s activities and invite you to attend the Annual Meeting of the BIZ. The
First Martin Corporation
boundary of the BIZ is Huron Street on the north, Fifth Avenue on the east,
Vice Chair
Liberty and William on the south (with the Federal Building, the Transit Center
and the old Y parking lot cut out), and Ashley on the west.
Kathy Macdonald
118 West Liberty LLC
Sidewalk snow removal services: We had a short, but brutally cold
Secretary
winter this year. Even so, the BIZ continued to keep the sidewalks, crosswalks,
and curb cuts free of snow and ice.
Jeffrey T. Harshe
MAVDevelopment Company
Sidewalk sweeping and handbill removal: By the end of the fiscal year
Treasurer
(June 30, 2019) we will have provided sidewalk sweeping all twelve months
James R. Beuche
and continued to remove handbills monthly. We also provided extra sidewalk
Hooper, Hathaway, Price,
attention after big events, like home football games, graduation, and Art Fair.
Beuche & Wallace
Landscaping: The BIZ continued to fertilize, water, and prune the
James G. Curtis
replacement trees on Washington and Fourth for a third year. As the trees
Curtis Commercial
appear to be well established, we will not be providing this service going
Ronald K. Dankert
forward. The BIZ continued to plant and maintain the 24 concrete planters
Swisher Commercial
and, due to construction and design planning by the DDA, left a number of
them in their temporary sites from the year previous. There has been some
Karen Farmer
theft of plants, which the BIZ promptly replaced, and customers and business
Oxford Companies
owners continue to compliment the four-season plantings that give the
Richard Mitchell
sidewalks visual interest year round. As always, the BIZ made its annual
Mitchell and Mouat
contribution to the Main Street Area Association for the planting and
Tom Murray
maintenance of the tree boxes along Main Street.
Conor O'Neill's
BIZ Annual Meeting: The 2018-2019 Annual Meeting is set for
Joan Lowenstein
Tuesday,
May 28, 8:00 am, and is held in the conference room of the
Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss
Downtown Development Authority, 150 S. Fifth Avenue, Third floor. The
2018-2019 Main Street Area BIZ Annual Report (draft) and the 2017-2018
Rene Papo
audit report are available to review or download on
FCB Associates
www.annarbormainstreetbiz.com.

Michael Watts
Hook, LLC

209 S. Fourth - Suite 1-C
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734.665.1200

Board nominations: Five (5) seats on the BIZ Board of Directors are up for election at the May 28 Annual
Meeting. Board members must be commercial property owners within the BIZ boundary and should be prepared
to:
Attend board meetings 6-12 times per year
Participate on standing or ad hoc committees as requested
Serve as an information source about the BIZ
Be the ‘eyes and ears’ for the BIZ regarding service delivery and trouble shooting.
To nominate yourself or someone else, please contact BIZ Chairman Ed Shaffran at edward@shaffran.com,
no later than Thursday, May 23.
The Business Improvement Zone has been operating, first on Main Street and now in the larger area, for
nine years. As we enter our tenth year, we can look back, with pride, at the standards of excellent service,
conscientious governance, and creativity we have maintained; standards that we will carry forward. As ever, your
comments and participation are welcome. I hope to see you at the Annual Meeting on May 28.
Sincerely –

Edward Shaffran, Chairman
Main Street Area Business Improvement Zone Board of Directors
734.665.1200 X 701, edward@shaffran.com

209 S. Fourth - Suite 1-C
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734.665.1200

